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Classroom Connections



1. Values: Describe some differences between Kendall’s life and Hannah’s life.  Is Kendall “missing out” on anything by having to take care of G’ma? Does Kendall have something Hannah doesn’t? 

2. Race: How is Kendall’s life in Chicago different from her life in New Orleans? Is there a difference in how she is treated? In whom her friends are? Why?

3. Society: Why does Kendall need Janet’s signature? What happens to her when she tries to forge documents herself? Does she ever find a guardian that can sign for her? 

4. Culture: What are some of the cultural differences between New Orleans and Chicago? How does this impact the lives of the characters involved?

5. History: How does Janet end up in New Orleans? How does the rest of her family end up in Chicago? Does this say anything about either Janet or G’ma’s characters? 

Activities


Divide the class into groups and have each present an answer to one of the following discussion questions. 

1. What does Kendall learn about Janet from other people when she tries to look for her aunt? Does she stay angry at her aunt like other people do? Why or why not? 

2. Compare and contrast what Kendall has learnt about family from G’ma with what the other characters tell her about their own families. How does G’ma hold her family up? Does G’ma live by her own philosophies?

3. What does Marcus learn about disability from Evie? What does Evie learn about disability from Marcus?

4. Evie says that guilt is thicker than love, but fear is thicker than guilt. Is she right? Is there anything that Evie is afraid of? Is Janet afraid of anything? What about Kendall?

5. What do Kendall and Evie learn about the nature of being independent? What do they teach each other?

6. How does Kendall come to meet Janet? What does she learn about Janet from their meeting? Do she and Janet have anything in common?

7. Why won’t Evie tell her mother she wants to sing? She claims her mother will do anything for her out of guilt. Is she exaggerating? 

Websites
Official Author Website
http://www.sherrilsmith.com/books_main.htm
This is the author’s official website, which includes reviews, an author biography, links to information about other books and a teacher’s guide available in .pdf format. 

http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780385733243
This is the official publisher website for the author, and it includes brief reviews of her books, a short biography and links to a guide for teachers and librarians in giving a book talk on Sparrow. 

http://www.answers.com/topic/sherri-l-smith
This is an author biography compiled from author interviews and information from the publisher. It lists other books by the author as well as her aims with writing YA books. 

